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Stunning scenes, don’t you think?



»

HI-TECH HUNTING

Following last month’s introduction to the 
‘Top Gear’ hardware we had at our disposal, 

my host and I decided to start our evening up 
on the hills before the wind and rain became 
too much of an issue. We walked the along the 
track, chatting about the various items we had 
to play with, and all the time I was gauging 
Paul’s actions and awareness of his 
surroundings. For me, it comes naturally to 
walk and take in absolutely everything I can; it’s 
like having a combination of a thousand-yard 
stare and a panoramic fish-eye view, where any 
movement is picked up and anything that looks 
‘wrong’ double checked. I always use the 
10-yard rule … take 10 steps and check then 
move on another 10, and I often cut that rule to 
5 yards. It sounds like this could take an age to 
make progress, but it only takes a couple of 
seconds to assess the area then move on. I 
knew Paul was watching and taking in my 
actions as if to confirm what he was doing was 
right, and it was … he’d got it nailed.

We used the stone walling to give us cover, 
every now and then peeking over to check out 
the abundance of rabbits we had been 
promised. The signs were there, with warrens 
all over, and even in the late evening light there 

were a few out, but not within range, 
and the breeze certainly made it not 
worth risking Paul’s legal limit .177 
taking a shot. The plan was to edge 
round so the breeze was in our faces to 
cover our scent, and any sound from 
our movements, also to avoid any 
crosswind that would affect our shots. 

POCKET-SIZED SPOTTER
With guns unloaded, we scaled the 
wall, passed the rifles between us, and 
once over we made our way to slightly 
higher ground which gave us a good 
vantage point. I am always prepared to 
wait for a better shot, especially when 
the wind is up, and having spotted a couple of 
nice sized rabbits out at 50 yards I set about 
waiting for that lull in the breeze that would 
give my FAC-rated FX Warbaby the shot. It 
came as it always does, and my first Scottish 
rabbit fell flat, stone dead with a nicely placed 
headshot from the Donny FL Ronin-silenced 
FX. To my surprise, its feeding partner was still 
there, totally unaware that its mate had been 
taken out and a quick shuftie to the left saw it 
appear in the Wraith’s screen.

I was still 
using daylight mode because the night 
had not yet drawn in, and I have to say the 
images are superb. One thing I’d like to 
suggest, though, is a prompting light to remind 
you to press the record button – a big failing 
on my part. 

There was a feeling that the rain would be 
on us soon and the breeze was strengthening, 
so we collected the quarry and made our way 
back down to a great-looking paddock area 

Mick Garvey and Paul Stewart put their 
impressive hunting hardware into action
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For a predominantly NV scope, the photos are amazing.
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where we had seen a bit of furry activity when 
we first arrived. I wanted to make sure my 
partner got into some action and I was 
interested to see how he performed when 
shooting with purpose. 

GATE AND KEY
There was no wall to scale this time, just a 
squeaky gate to pass through, but before 
entering we scanned the paddock with the 
Pulsar Axion Key. This pocket-sized thermal 
spotter really is no bigger than a small 
rangefinder; the Key is the base model, but 
certainly not basic. There is no wi-fi or 
recording, and battery charging is via a USB 
lead, but the images are very good and I 
would have no hesitation in recommending 
this as a first-time thermal, and even for 
seasoned shooters on a budget. At £1000 less 
than the XQ38 Helion, and around £4000 less 
than the Accolade LRF spotters, it has to be 
seriously considered, and for me, it’s perfect 
for airgunners and complements the 
Sightmark Wraith very well indeed. My only 

complaint about the Axion is the lack of a 
rubber eyecup because it sometimes feels like 
it’s sucking your eyeball out, but that is it. The 
Wraith has fiddly control buttons and would 
benefit from having them raised instead of 
being recessed, and I have even come to 
terms with the AA batteries. I bought a set of 
eight and I’m happy that these would last me 
all night, if needed.

CRACKING SHOT
Back in the paddock, my shooting partner had 
already passed through the gate and was zeroing 
in on an unsuspecting rabbit at just shy of 35 
yards. We were completely sheltered from the 
wind here, and no allowances would be needed 
for windage. I snuggled in beside him and he 
passed the Axion to me. It’s a pity there is no 
recording because I witnessed a cracking shot; 
the 8.4gr JSB was missiled straight into the kill 
spot, and Paul’s first rabbit just flopped forward. 
The look on Paul’s face was a sight to behold. It 
had been a long time, but he was now in full 
swing. We left the rabbit where it was because 

we would easily pick it up with the thermal later.

WICKED LIGHTING
There were a few more feeding down the 
bottom and we used the hedge line to make 
our way slowly to within an acceptable 
distance for Paul’s .177 Kalibrgun Cricket. 
Once more, the red LED of the Wicked Lights 
A67IR  lit up the target perfectly, but its head 
was down, so I gave a little squeak, up popped 
its head and ‘ping’, another one fell to my 
partner. Time was moving on and Paul was 
working in the morning, so there was one last 
shot for me – a rabbit that looked different in 
the Wraith’s screen. I suspected it was a black 
rabbit because there are plenty around this 
area. We had already discussed whether we 
could take them or not, and the answer was 
affirmative. It was sitting out at 60 yards with 
its head held high, presenting a perfect 
side-on shot for my high-power, FX. With the 
thermal back in Paul’s hands, I was saluted 
with, “Great shot!” as the last rabbit of the 
night did a full backflip and lay there 
motionless. The Air Arms 25gr Diablo had 
worked its magic. 

COULDN’T RESIST
Rain started to fall, as if to confirm the end of 
the evening, so we quickly rounded everything 
up, took a couple of hasty photos and set off 
back. We had only travelled about half a mile 
when we were confronted by a field heaving 
with rabbits, and we just could not resist the 
temptation. Paul set up with the Wicked Lights 
Rekon tripod, I used the bonnet of the Hilux, 
and all I could hear was, “Yes … yes,” as rabbit 
after rabbit was taken. We took 10 in about 30 
minutes, Paul taking the shorter distance ones 
and me the longer ones. At five apiece we were 
over the moon, and in our rush to get them 
picked and loaded we forgot to take photos, but 
we have the memory of one of the best 30 
minutes shooting I have undertaken. 

MICK GARVEY

Paul is now taking 35-yard 
shots with full confidence.

Into the darkness.  

Mick’s groups at 
25 yards with the 

FAC ‘cat.
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TESTING, TESTING
A few days later and with some great memories, 
we headed home to Derbyshire and I had plans 
for some further testing of the Sightmark Wraith 
and the Pulsar Axion Key. The plan was to 
mount the night vision on my .22 FAC FX 
Wildcat because this was now going to be my 
test gun for any future field testing – for reasons 
I’ll be revealing later. It would provide a 
great level playing field to test with 
because I know the gun inside 
out, and comparisons of optics, 
thermals and night vision 
could be given the same 
baseline testing.

The very first night 
home, I was out with the 
new FAC Cat/Wraith 
combo. I also have a little 
paddock which usually 
provides a few rabbits, but 
the grass is long and I was 
concerned that I might not be 
able to pick them out, but there 
was no need for such concerns, and a 
couple of hours later there were three nice 
rabbits for my dog, Zeva Blue.

SORTED FOR FERALS
With the general licence now sorted, I was 
more than eager to get into an ongoing feral 
pigeon problem. I had last been there a few 
months back, but the buildings are still 
overrun with flying rats. I had a couple of 
hours one Saturday morning and accounted 
for six, two of which were unretrievable, but six 
from six shots with a night-vision scope in 
broad daylight is excellent, and the full colour 
HD pictures are amazing.

Next up was a morning on the squirrels, and 
some testing of the Wraith’s camera. I had put 

a minimum amount of bait in a couple of my 
squirrel feeders the day before, and I was on 
site at 7am. It was going to be a hot one, so I 
hoped to get among the skinnies before they 
took their siesta, and then I could concentrate 
on getting some photos. 

I had the Axion Key again for spotting, and 
before long, I had movement in the distance, 

about 70 yards out and heading 
directly toward the feed 

station. In no time at all, 
it was there and all 

over the peanut-
based feed. I 
managed a few 
pics before 

dispatching it with the Air Arms 18gr Diablo, 
but the heat was building and I knew time was 
getting short – I managed one more before 
calling it a day. 

HARDWARE VERDICT
My feelings toward the Wraith and Axion are 
that they make a fantastic double act and 
work well with each other. I started to call 
them Ant and Dec. For around £2k this is a 
truly great set-up for airgunning at the highest 
level and although I will be more sorry than 
you can possibly imagine to see them go back 
to Scott Country International, I think it’s 
nothing short of wonderful that we have 
access to such technology within our sport. ■

HI-TECH HUNTING

Just the two skinnies, 
but worth the effort. 

Retrieve and relocate.

I’ll be sad to 
see these go.

Had to rescue this 
little fella from the 

baling machine.


